HPCUMC Adults Growing Together Ministry Resource Catalog
What follows are details of the Resources owned by HPCUMC and managed by Adults Growing Together Ministry (AGT).  Resources are listed alphabetically by title.  For planning tips, and to quickly find available study resources of interest for a particular class or group, refer to “HPCUMC Adults Growing Together Ministry Resource Quick-Selection, Reservation & Sign-Out Guide”.
Contact Dustin Nimmo (979-8163;  dnimmo@hpcumc.org) or Lisa Foley (871-1345;  lfoley@hpcumc.org) to reserve and sign-out resources.

NOTES:
1. To quickly find information on the resource of interest, find the title in the table of contents below and “Ctrl+Click” to automatically skip to the page for that resource.  To return to the table of contents, you’ll need to “Ctrl+Home” (very sadly, Microsoft doesn’t seem to have thought of providing us a quick way to return to where a link originated (i.e., from the “source” to the “target” e.g., the table of contents)---come on guys, why not another “Ctrl+?” shortcut!).

2. HPCUMC owns DVDs/VHS tapes and leader guides for most of the following resources, but generally not participant guides and books by the authors.  These latter resources will need to be ordered in advance for class members (at this time, our AGT budget only covers purchasing DVDs and leader guides).  Orders can be placed through the church to get our discount (contact Dustin).  You may find a few participant guides and books in the AGT closet which may be borrowed and returned after use along with the DVD/VHS tape and leader guide.  We ask that class/group members reimburse the church at our discounted cost for any participant guides and books kept (i.e., not returned to our AGT library).  When you complete a study, if any participants are willing to donate their guides and books to the church, we’ll gladly add them to our AGT library (though we don’t have the funds at this time to buy them back).  Please return all resources to Lisa Foley.

Thanks.

Dana Connolly
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	Adult Bible Studies (“quarterly”)
from Cokesbury and by various authors

Length:  13 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:   leader and participant guides (must be ordered by the Church in advance for each quarter)

These are always excellent.  And, they’re produced four quarters/year (so, there’s a summer quarter).  In the 10 years I’ve taught New Horizons, we’ve probably used quarterlies half the time and the group likes them.  They are Bible-based, produced with a Wesleyan sensitivity, foster group discussion, and encourage life application.  Leader Guide, which is written by a different author than the Student Guide, is typically very helpful for lesson prep.  Student Guide is very helpful for Bible study during the week for those who want to prepare during the week for the upcoming class.  If your group welcomes a 13-week study and likes to share teaching among its members, it’s hard to beat the quarterly.  They’ll fit within a 1-hour class and have plenty of material for a 1-1/2 to 2 hour class.


	Advent Conspiracy, The
by Rick McKinley, Chris Seay and Greg Holder

Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD (55 minutes total) and book with discussion questions 

Can Christians still change the world?  Are you fed up with how consumerism has stolen the soul of Christmas?  This year, take a stand!  Join the growing groundswell of Christ-followers who are choosing to make Christmas what it should be---a joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth that enriches our hearts and the world around us, not a retail circus that depletes our pocketbooks and defeats our spirits.  Find out how to have a Christmas worth remembering, not dreading.  Christmas can still change the world when you, like Jesus, give what matters most---your presence.  
This study invites us to substitute compassion for consumerism by practicing four simple but powerful, countercultural concepts:

· Worship Fully --- because Christmas begins and ends with Jesus!

· Spend Less --- and free your resources for things that truly matter.

· Give More --- of your presence:  your hands, your words, your time, your heart.

· Love All --- the poor, the forgotten, the marginalized, the sick, in ways that make a difference.


	Basic.  Who Is God? – A Small Group Experience

by Francis Chan

Length:  7 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and study guide 

We say we love Him.  We say we follow Him.  We say His Spirit is with us.  Do we mean it?  Do we even know what our lives should look like if we do?  Francis Chan explores the weighty topic of the Trinity, distilling the reality of the nature of God into foundational truths.  The DVD and study guide are built around three themes, with two sessions each:  Fear God, Follow Jesus and Holy Spirit, with a wrap-up session.  Sessions are designed to engage individuals through challenging questions about the nature of God and what that knowledge means for those who believe in Him.
Francis Chan is the best-selling author of Crazy Love and Forgotten God.  He’s founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, and is the founder of Eternity Bible College.


	Beginnings:  An Introduction to Christian Faith
by Andy Langford and Mark Ralls

Length:  9-to-12 weeks (90 minutes)
Includes:  DVD, participant guide;  book entitled, Along the Way, can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

This video-based, small-group study introduces the basics of Christian faith.  Each Beginnings session includes a meal, video presentation and small-group discussion.  This is a good foundational course intended for small group use.  
Session themes include:
· What is Sin?

· What is Salvation?

· Who is Jesus and What Did He Do?

· Can I Be Forgiven?

· What Happens When I Die?

· Why Should I Join a Group?


	Beginnings:  Longing to Belong
by Andy Langford and Rob Weber

Length:  10 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

This study explores the importance of community in the Christian faith, using fire as its central metaphor.  The study can be used as part of the Beginnings series or as a stand-alone program.  Each session begins with a meal, at church or in a home, at which participants get to know each other and begin to build community.  Participants then view a 20-minute video presentation on DVD, in which Rob Weber explores the week’s topic through story and Scripture.  After the video, participants break into groups of ten to twelve to discuss and share, study Scripture, and grow in depth of experience through the small group.  
Session themes:

· Longing to Belong?  Introduction

· How Do We Find Our Place?  Baptism

· What Are We Hungry For?  Holy Communion

· What Happens When We Pray Together?  Prayer

· What’s the Deal With Miracles?  Signs and Wonders

· What Do We Have in Common?  Stewardship

· How Can We Remember Who We Are?   Worship

· How Can We Open Our Lives to Each Other? Hospitality

· How Can We Get Along When We Are So Different?  Conflict Resolution

· How Do We Share What We Have Discovered?  Witness


	Beginnings:  The Spiritual Life
by Andy Langford, Mark Ralls and Rob Weber

Length:  10 weeks (90 minutes)
Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study
This video-based, small-group study of Christian spirituality introduces and explores spiritual “habits of the heart”, including centering, loving, serving, questioning and engaging.  Each session includes a meal, video presentation and small-group discussion.  It is intended to be a follow-up study to Beginnings:  An Introduction to Christian Faith, but can be used as a stand-alone program.  
Session themes:
· Where is the Spirit in Spirituality?  (Introduction to the Spiritual Life)

· How much am I willing to risk?  (The Spiritual Habit of Courage)

· What is most important to me?  (The Spiritual Habit of Loving)

· Can I find balance in a whirlwind world?  (The Spiritual Habit of Centering)

· What do I want to be when I grow up?  (The Spiritual Habit of Simplicity)

· How do I keep my possessions from possessing me?  (The Spiritual Habit of Giving)

· How do I get ahead?  (The Spiritual Habit of Serving)

· Can I go deeper without going under?  (The Spiritual Habit of Trusting)

· What can I do with my doubts?  (The Spiritual Habit of Questioning)

· Can a change in me change the world?  (The Spiritual Habit of Engaging)


	Bible Jesus Read, The
by Philip Yancey

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Does the Old Testament read like a murky mystery to you?  Let this illuminating video exploration help you understand those sometimes shocking and cryptic writings---and get to know God better!  Wielding scholarship, insight, and in-depth interviews, Philip Yancey leads eight small-group sessions that explore five crucial segments of the Old Testament:  Job, Deuteronomy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the prophets. 


	Celebration of Discipline:  The Path to Spiritual Growth

by Richard Foster

Length:  4 weeks
Includes:   2 VHS tapes;  a study guide is available and book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study
Foster leads a four-part presentation, each 50 minutes, which investigates afresh the classic disciplines of the spiritual life.  His compelling presentation will challenge us all to a deeper walk with Jesus Christ.  After beginning with a simple observation---"Superficiality is the curse of our age....  The desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people"---Foster's book moves to explain the disciplines people must cultivate in order to achieve spiritual depth.  In succinct, urgent, and sometimes humorous chapters, Foster defines a broad range of classic spiritual disciplines in terms that are lucid without being too limiting and offers advice that's practical without being overly prescriptive.  For instance, after describing meditation as a combination of "intense intimacy and awful reverence," he settles into such down-to-earth topics as how to choose a place and a posture in which to meditate.
Dr. Foster is founder of Renovare, an effort working for the renewal of the Church, and author of this best-selling book and Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.
Programs:

1. Spiritual Discipline – Door to Liberation
2. The Inward Disciplines

3. The Outward Disciplines

4. The Corporate Disciplines


	Christian Basic Bible Studies

by InterVarsity Press

Length:  13 study series of 6 weeks each (1 hour or less)

Includes:   study guide required for each participant;  leader’s notes included in guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Christian basics are the keys to becoming a mature disciple.  These Bible study guides, based on bestselling InterVarsity Press books, will take you through key Scripture passages and help you to apply biblical truths to your life.

Series (with name of book upon which the series is based):

· Certainty (Know Why You Believe, by Paul Little)

· Character (Who You Are When No One’s Looking, by Bill Hybels)

· Christ (Basic Christianity, by John Stott)

· Commitment (My Heart – Christ’s Home, by Robert Boyd Munger)

· Decisions (Finding God’s Will, by J. I. Packer)

· Excellence (Run with the Horses, by Eugene Peterson)

· Hope (Never Beyond Hope, by J. I. Packer and Carolyn Nystrom)

· Perseverance (A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, by Eugene Peterson)

· Prayer (Too Busy Not to Pray, by Bill Hybels)

· Priorities (Tyranny of the Urgent, by Charles Hummel)

· Transformation (Developing a Heart for God, by Rebecca Manley Pippert)

· Wisdom (Making Life Work, by Bill Hybels)

· Witnessing (How to Give Away Your Faith, by Paul Little)


	Christian Believer
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  30 weeks (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

Christian Believer assumes that most people--though faithful followers of Jesus they intend to be--know little of the content of the central teachings of the Christian faith and its ties to Scripture.  But they want to know.  They want to know what is at stake in what the church teaches and how it makes a difference in their own lives, what it means to be Christian, and where we as Christians stand.  Christian Believer aims at addressing the uncertainty about the substance of the Christian faith and the connection between believing and living.  Christian Believer assumes that participants are already followers of Jesus and that they come to study to understand the faith they already have.  Christian Believer emphasizes the head as well as the heart.  This study recognizes that Christians say the creeds without understanding everything, or even assenting to everything in them, because in saying them they identify with the people and the tradition shaped by the confessions.  They recognize that “faith seeking understanding” is a part of Christian experience.  Christian Believer allows space for questions, doubts, and dissent.  The goal of Christian Believer is to make available to people the substance of the Christian faith that the church has confessed as a way of connecting to God and living faithfully.  This thirty-week study of the classical doctrines of the Christian faith aims at presenting, explaining, and interpreting Christian doctrine as the basic teaching of the church to the end that informed believing leads to committed discipleship.  Coming to faithful understanding of the teaching of Christianity through Christian Believer begins with disciplined daily reading of Scripture and of the writings of early and modern church leaders.  The process of understanding continues in weekly group discussion about the relation of Scripture, beliefs, and daily living.  Christian Believer brings in history as it illumines themes and topics, but it is not a course in church history.  Historical voices are heard in selections from the writings of early and later church leaders and in documents arising out of church councils that dealt with questions, conflicts, and controversies about what constituted Christian teaching.  Participants in Christian Believer will gain a sense that Christians before us have wrestled with some of the same issues of belief that Christians wrestle with today.  Christian Believer emphasizes the relationship of worship, belief, and daily life.  The beliefs of the Christian community, taught within the Christian community, equip the Christian community for living faithfully and for passing on the faith entrusted to it. 


	Christianity’s Family Tree – What Other Christians Believe and Why
by Adam Hamilton

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader guide and reproducible handouts for participants;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Why do Orthodox Christians use icons in worship?  What is the “baptism in the Holy Spirit” that Pentecostals speak about?  Why do Roman Catholics focus on the Eucharist in worship?  What do Lutherans teach us about salvation?  What do Presbyterians teach us about God’s power?  How can Episcopalians deepen our prayer life?  What can Baptists teach us about living for Christ?  Adam Hamilton will begin answering these questions and more in this eight-session, video-and-book study.  Participants will learn of the history, theology, and distinctive emphases of eight different Christian denominations and faith traditions.  For each tradition, participants will hear from a clergy member of that tradition and look at Scriptures that have shaped that faith.  Churches that purchase the study will be given tools and sermon starters to create a congregation-wide emphasis, shaping worship around elements of each denomination as it is studied.  
Adam Hamilton is pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.

Sessions:

1. Orthodoxy:  Mystery, Liturgy, and Tradition

2. Catholicism:  Sacrament and Mass

3. Lutheranism:  Word and Faith

4. Presbyterianism:  The Sovereignty of God

5. Anglicanism:  Common Prayer

6. Baptists:  Baptism, Conversion, and Scripture

7. Pentecostalism:  The Power of the Spirit

8. Methodists:  People of the Extreme Center


	Companions in Christ

by The Upper Room

Length:  28 weeks (2 hours)

Includes:  Leader and participant guides

This series offers a powerfully renewing experience that builds spiritual practices to help you share more fully in the life of Christ and to bring what you learn into all areas of your church life.  This spiritual journey will draw you into daily time with God through individual reading and reflection and will gather you weekly with others in your faith community for deeper exploration.  Provides diverse, imaginative settings for learning the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Scripture, study worship, ministry, and Christian conversation.  In some settings, you will experience guided prayer, uncovering your deepest thoughts and longings and recalling where God has been especially present in your life.  At other times, you and members of your group will participate in community sharing, as you explore common stories, questions, and discoveries about your relationship with Christ.
Each week begins with an inviting and often challenging reading by a recognized author in the area of spiritual formation.  In addition to the weekly reading, Companions provides daily Scripture readings and questions to guild your personal reflection.  The week closes with the group session where you can share your thoughts, reflect together, and take part in a variety of group learning experiences.  This is one of the most versatile and comprehensive resources available in the area of spiritual formation.  It draws on the full breadth of the Christian tradition.  One unique aspect of this experience is that your searching and learning will be encouraged by other persons in your small group who are indeed your companions in Christ.


	Crazy Love – Overwhelmed by a Relentless God

by Francis Chan

Length:  10 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD with discussion questions;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

It’s crazy, if you think about it.  The God of the universe---the Creator of nitrogen and pine needles, galaxies and E-minor---loves us with a radical, unconditional, self-sacrificing love.  And what is our typical response?  We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss.  God is calling you to a passionate love relationship with Himself.  Because the answer to religious complacency isn’t working harder at a list of dos and don’ts---it’s falling in love with God.  The Crazy Love DVD study resource is a companion to the best-selling Crazy Love book.  The 10 sessions correspond to each chapter in the book.  The thought-provoking teachings are designed to initiate discussion, interaction and practical application.
Francis Chan is the best-selling author of Forgotten God.  He’s founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, and is the founder of Eternity Bible College.


	Created to Be God’s Friend
by Henry T. Blackaby

Length:  12 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  VHS tape (120 minutes total), and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Widely acclaimed Bible teacher Henry Blackaby shows from the life of Abraham how you can become God’s intimate friend by hearing and responding to his call in everyday life.  These powerful lessons show how God shapes those he loves into useful and joyful servants.  Created to Be God’s Friend is a remarkable study of our relationship with a personal God who is constantly working in our lives.  It will help you:

· Discover purpose and meaning in your life by accepting God’s call to be a co-worker with him.

· Overcome discouragement by viewing Abraham’s life, and yours, from God’s perspective, not that of mere circumstances.

· Learn to recognize God’s working and calling in your life.

· Accept God’s aid in responding to his life-changing call.


	Deepening Life Together

by LifeTogether

Length:  8 series from 4-to-8 weeks each (1 hour or less, to 2 hours)
Includes:  DVD and workbook (copies for class must be purchased)

These series are an innovative approach to group Bible study that seamlessly integrates the ancient truth of God’s Word with a modern DVD format and the five purposes outlined in The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren.  Each session guides you through the Scriptures, cultivating a dynamic group discussion and helping you grow in a deeper relationship with God and others.  If your community of believers is yearning for a deeper understanding and experience of God’s Word, this is a perfect place to start.

Each study includes a traditional study guide and a DVD with insightful teaching from trusted scholars and pastors.  With leader notes and training, this DVE-based small group series includes everything a new or experienced leader needs to successfully start or sustain a healthy small group.  Guides also include assessments and group forms to chart and track your spiritual growth as well as reflections for daily watering in the Word.  You’ll also find a worship section with choreographed songs and on-screen lyrics, helping people join in this vital small group practice.

8 series (with number of sessions each):

· John (8 sessions)

John’s account of Jesus’ life and ministry differs in substance and style from the other Gospels.  His unique perspective challenges us to reexamine our beliefs about the Lord.  Why did Jesus perform miracles, and what did they mean?  How might our traditions hinder a true understanding of who Jesus really is?  How can we follow Christ’s example of selfless love in our families, churches, and communities?

· Acts (8 sessions)

Through the bold witness of the first Christians, the gospel spread throughout the world.  God used ordinary men and women to do the extraordinary.  What is God calling you to do for him?  How does the community of believers today effectively act as God’s hands and feet in a hurting world?

· Romans (7 sessions)

Paul boldly told believers, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  But how does that work on the day-to-day level?  What does the Christian life look like when it is lived out both individually and in communities of faith?  How can we be in the world but not of the world?

· Ephesians (6 sessions)

Can I really trust God with everything in my life?  How do I fit into God’s plan of redemption?  What does Christ’s sacrifice mean for my relationships with my spouse, my children, my parents, and others?  Will I ever really be holy?

(Series descriptions continued on next page)


	Deepening Life Together (continued)

by LifeTogether

Length:  8 series from 4-to-8 weeks each (1 hour or less, to 2 hours)
Includes:  DVD and workbook (copies for class must be purchased)

8 series continued (with number of sessions each):

· Revelation (8 sessions)

If you could use only one word to describe the book of Revelation, what would you choose?  Scary?  Weird?  What about hopeful?  If may seem odd, but John’s revelation was supposed to bring hope to Christians living in the dark dimes of Roman persecution.  So what are John’s strange visions really all about---on what on earth do they have to do with modern-day believers?  What should we expect when Jesus returns?  And what does God promise to those who persevere?  

· Promises of God (7 sessions)

The most important promise God ever made was that he would restore the broken relationship between himself and those who bear his image.  What happened in the garden, and what were the long-term effects on God’s creation?  How does God’s sweeping plan of redemption affect our lives?  How are we called to respond to God’s promise in our communities?

· Praying God’s Way (4 sessions)
If God knows our thoughts, why should we pray?  What is the proper way to pray?  Will God really answer all of our prayers?  What if it doesn’t seem like he’s listening?

· Parables (4 sessions)
Jesus used parables both to reveal and to conceal truth.  What made these stories such powerful teaching tools?  Why would he want to hide their meaning from anyone?  How are these well-known stories supposed to impact our lives today?


	“Disciple 1” (Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study)
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  34 weeks (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Includes:  VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study is the foundation of the Disciple Bible Study program.  Disciple assumes that the bible is the key to renewal in the church.  It recognizes the human-divine nature of the Bible:  the actual texts of Scripture were written by human beings like ourselves in their cultural settings, under the divine inspiration of God.  Disciple affirms that the canon was formed as it is in order for God to speak to us.  Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study gives equal time to both the Old and New Testament, emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as the revelation of God.  Disciple aims at transformation, not just information, and calls on persons to submit themselves to examination by Scripture, to put themselves under the power of God’s Word, and to be changed by God’s Word.  Disciple invites persons to bring their experiences and struggles to the Scripture.  All persons know something is amiss with their existence and yearn for the Word from God. Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study uses biblical language and images and draws upon the work of scholars to aid understanding of the Bible.  This study requires reading large portions of Scripture each week and is based on careful study and preparation.  During the course of thirty-four weeks, groups will move through the biblical stories of Creation to the New Jerusalem.  The titles of the sessions along with theme words;  theme verses; and major persons, events, and topics will set the sequence of the biblical story in the minds of the participants.  The principal Scripture for each session follows the chronological movement of the biblical story.


	“Disciple 2” (Into the Word Into the World)
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  32 weeks (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

Into the Word into the World encourages persons to open themselves to hearing what God has to say to them through the Bible and to be guided into service in the world by Scripture and their study of it.  This study selects specific portions of Scripture and delves deeper into them.  Depth study of Scripture will be the work both of individual members and of the group in its weekly meeting.  Equal attention is given to both the Old and New Testament with concentration on four books:  Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Acts (eight lessons on each book).  Appropriate connections are made to other parts of Scripture both through reading and study assignments and through commentary in the study manual. Participants will read familiar passages, see them in fresh ways, and anticipate that God will speak through them.  Into the Word into the World is prepared for those who have completed Disciple: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study.  This study proclaims the transforming power of Scripture while teaching Bible study skills that take participants deeper into the Scripture.  The importance of keeping Bible study related to witness is reinforced while participants are encouraged to practice spiritual disciplines arising out of Scripture.  The purpose is to change habits and transform lives.  The study also emphasizes the rhythm of coming to God and going for God, of being in the Word and in the world individually and corporately.  This study understands the growing Christian as under discipline in community and in ministry to the world.  Into the Word into the World approaches all experiences of life as opportunities for faithful witness and service. 

The Basic Resource Library
Into the Word into the World has a component unique to the study: the Basic Resource Library.  This library consists of a set of books that will be used weekly by group members for reading, study, and research.  Some of the books will provide historical, cultural, and geographical information;  some will enhance Bible study skills;  some will explore topics related to the Scripture being studied;  and some will aid personal spiritual growth.  Each week the books in the library will be circulated among group members, and specific assignments will be made.  Not every person in the group will have a special assignment every week, but those who do will report on the assignment in the next weekly group meeting.  Instructions and assignments related to the Basic Resource Library will appear in the teacher helps and the study manual.  The Basic Resource Library is a basic component for Into the Word into the World;  it is not optional.  Each group will need its own Basic Resource Library for use.


	“Disciple 3” (Remember Who You Are)
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  32 weeks (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

Remember Who You Are is prepared for those who have completed Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study.  Resident in the title is the driving idea in this study---the connection between memory and identity as the people of God.  The word You in the title is meant to be heard both in its singular form (the individual) and in its plural form (the community).  We are a community of memory.  Participants will read the major and minor Old Testament prophets, with the exception of Daniel, and will read the thirteen letters traditionally attributed to Paul.  To establish the historical context in which the prophets spoke for God, daily reading assignments also draw on the books of Deuteronomy through Chronicles.  Study of the prophets will follow their historical sequence rather than their biblical sequence.  The dating of Paul’s letters influences the sequence of their study.

Several themes weave their way through the study:  the call to remember, the call to repentance, the need for renewed vision (eyes to see, ears to hear), and the place of community.  Remember Who You Are concentrates on the Old Testament prophets and the letters of Paul.  The prophets and Paul are continually calling hearers and readers back to their God and to a sense of who they are as a people “set apart.”  The prophets and the community cannot be separated.  The prophets spoke for God, out of the community, and to the community.  Paul’s experience of the risen Lord, his relationship to the community he addressed, his Jewish traditions, and the Greco-Roman culture of his day merged in his writing of the letters.  Paul used the language of his culture to carry the message that arose out of his roots in the Hebrew Scriptures and Judaism. 

The Context Portfolio 
Remember Who You Are has a component unique to this study:  The Context Portfolio.  The Context Portfolio is a set of maps and charts prepared especially for this study of the prophets and Paul’s letters.  It provides the setting or surrounding circumstances in which an event occurs.  Items in the portfolio situate the prophets and Paul’s writings historically and geographically.  Suggestions in the Teacher Helps and study manual will guide its use and stimulate individual interest. Items in the portfolio are designed for easy display and handling in and by the group.  The Context Portfolio is not an optional component and is intended for use in the group meetings.  Each study group needs weekly access to The Context Portfolio.


	“Disciple 4” (Under the Tree of Life)
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  32 weeks (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

Under the Tree of Life is prepared for graduates of Disciple:  Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study.  The word Under in the title is meant to convey invitation, welcome, sheltering, security, and rest--home at last.  The Hebrew version of what Christians call the Old Testament has three divisions:  Torah (the first five books of the Bible), the Prophets, and the Writings.  The Writings include all the books that are not part of the Torah or the Prophets.  Under the Tree of Life concentrates on the writings in the Old Testament – Ruth, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, and Daniel.  New Testament Scriptures include the Gospel of John;  1, 2, and 3 John;  James;  Jude;  and Revelation.  Emphasis on the Psalms as Israel’s hymnbook and prayer book leads naturally to an emphasis on worship in the study.  Present though the entire study is the sense of living toward completion, toward the climax of the message and the promise, extravagantly pictured in the Revelation. 

The Revelation Worship Video 
The Revelation Worship Video is a component unique to Under the Tree of Life .  Worship plays a central role in the book of Revelation.  Through video, Under the Tree of Life participants will experience the book of Revelation as worship.  The video provides an interactive, sensory experience.  Viewers will participate by reading, singing, listening, praying, and lamenting and will be immersed in the words, images, colors, and music that declare triumphantly that the God who is at the beginning is the God who is at the end.  This video worship experience proclaims that the book of Revelation is a message to embrace and a hope to anticipate.  It is the climax to the journey Disciple participants made from Creation to the New Jerusalem.  The Revelation Worship Video, more than an hour in length, will be used in Session 31.  The video is not optional.  It is intended for the group meeting, and each study group needs access to it.


	Experience Life - Learning to Follow Jesus in a Me-centered World
by Pete Briscoe
Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, participant guides for each of the five practices

Every day, the world screams at us, “You’re number one.  Look out for yourself---your own comfort and happiness.”  But that’s not what Jesus said.  He told us to follow him.  And following him means we’re not number one---Jesus is.  In these four sessions, Pete Briscoe explores what it means to surrender to Jesus and the dynamic impact following Christ will have on our personal lives, our relationships, and our service to others.

Pete Briscoe has served as the Senior Pastor of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship in Carrollton, Texas since 1992 during which the church membership has grown ten-fold.  He and his wife host an international radio ministry, Telling the Truth.

Sessions (with DVD length):

1. Experience Life (21 minutes)

2. Life in Christ (23 minutes)

3. Life with Others (22 minutes)

4. Life Expressed (20 minutes)


	Exploring the Way:  An Introduction to the Spiritual Journey

by Marjorie Thompson and Stephen Bryant

Length:  7 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:  Leader and participant guides

This is an introduction to the 28-week Companions In Christ small group experience.
Sessions:

1. Orientation

2. Beginning the Journey---explores a definition of spiritual formation and the spiritual practice of journaling.

3. Sharing the Adventure---explores the role of spiritual disciplines in helping persons become more intentional about their relationship to God and the spiritual practice of testimony.

4. Bread for the Journey---explores Scriptural meditation as a means of spiritual formation and the spiritual practice of lectio divina.

5. Drink for the Journey---explores prayer as a way of “paying attention to the divine” and the spiritual practice of breath prayer.

6. Companions on the Way---explores the gift of one another and the spiritual practice of holy listening.

7. Reaching Out in Love---explores a way of noticing God’s presence in daily life that leads us beyond ourselves and into God’s call to reach out to the world and the spiritual practice of daily examen.

Each session includes:

· Sharing learning and questions from the prior week’s reading and spiritual exercises;

· Developing an understanding of the week’s theme and featured spiritual practice;

· Experiencing together a spiritual practice that will lead to individual practice the following week.

Marjorie Thompson is best known for her book, Soul Feast, a book on Christian spiritual practice.  She serves as the Director of Pathways Center for Congregational Spirituality, a program position with Upper Room Ministries.  Stephen Bryant is editor and publisher of Upper Room Ministries.  His vision for small groups as important settings for spiritual formation provided the inspiration for the Companions in Christ series.


	Finding Our Way Again:  The Return of the Ancient Practices
by Brian McLaren

Length:  10 to 20 weeks (1 hour or less, for 20 chapters, 10 pages average each)
Includes:  book to be purchased for each participant
In a sense, every day of our lives is labor.  It is questionable if you can ever be exactly the same person waking up on two consecutive days.  How are spiritual sojourners to cope with the constant change?  Most of us suffer from spiritual disorientation.  Our souls are untended.  And in this fragmented world, a soul left untended quickly loses direction.  It forgets itself and becomes an insubstantial thing, disoriented and unavailable to the truth.  And neither scientific secularism nor religious fundamentalism nor vague spiritualities have been able to offer any real answers.

That’s why a growing number of Christians are turning to early spiritual practices as a mean of tending their souls.  For centuries, believers have eagerly submitted to disciplines such as fixed-hour prayer, fasting, sacred meals, observing the Sabbath, or pilgrimage to create an everyday sacredness, a spiritual rhythm for living within the well-worn grooves of workaday life.  
In Finding Our Way Again, Brian serves as a guide to a wide variety of these disciplines, showing how they form character, awaken us to life, and help us to experience God, and each other, in new and fresh ways.  

Brian D. McLaren is an author, speaker, pastor, and networker among innovative Christian leaders, thinkers, and activists.  His dozen-plus books include A New Kind of Christianity, A Generous Orthodoxy, The Secret Message of Jesus, Everything Must Change and Naked Spirituality.  Named by Time magazine as one of America's top twenty-five evangelicals.


	Finding Peace in a Trouble World
by Max Lucado

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  VHS tape, study guide;  his book, And the Angels Were Silent, can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study
This video-based series is based on Max Lucado‘s book, And the Angels Were Silent.  Finding peace in a troubled world is difficult, but not impossible.  Experience the last days of Jesus on this earth with Max and learn how you can reflect His character in the most trying times of your life.  
Max Lucado ministers at the Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, Texas, and has written more than 30 books. 

Sessions: 

1. Don‘t Just Do Something---Stand There.  God’s solution for stress 

2. Hucksters & Hypocrites.  How to respond to those who make a franchise out of the faith 

3. Uncluttered Christianity.  Four steps to simplifying your faith 

4. The End Will Come.  Live every day as if Jesus will come tomorrow 

5. The Sign of the Saved.  Christ’s call for compassion 

6. When Your World Turns Against You.  How to handle betrayal 

7. Christ‘s Most Painful Words.  Jesus bore sin’s penalty so we wouldn’t have to 

8. Never Give Up.  God still sends angels and still moves stones


	Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations
by Robert Schnase (bishop of the Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church)
Length:  6 sessions that can be used for 6-to-12 weeks (1 hour or less, to 2 hours)
Includes:  DVD, participant guides for each of the five practices;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study (recommended);  Cultivating Fruitfulness can also be purchased to inspires participants through 5 weeks of prayer and devotion (each day includes a Scripture, a short story or concept from book, a personal question and a prayer) 

Though Bishop Schnase first wrote it to describe the five core practices of congregational life for his Missouri congregations, the book is proving useful for congregations across the country and across denominations of the Christian faith.  It includes a chapter on each practice plus a chapter on excellence and fruitfulness.  The practices include Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.


	Five Practices of Fruitful Living
by Robert Schnase (bishop of the Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church)
Length:  6 sessions with optional orientation session, that can be used for 6-to-13 weeks (1 hour or less, to 2 hours)
Includes:  leader guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study (recommended);  Cultivating Fruitfulness can also be purchased to inspires participants through 5 weeks of prayer and devotion (each day includes a Scripture, a short story or concept from book, a personal question and a prayer)
How do I cultivate a life that is purposeful, deep, and fruitful?  What are the commitments, critical risks, and personal practices that open me to God’s grace?  How can I discover the spiritual life and the difference God intends for me to make in the world?  Radical Hospitality. Passionate Worship.  Intentional Faith Development.  Risk-Taking Mission and Service.  Extravagant Generosity.  Five Practices of Fruitful Living provides an honest, practical, and winsome guide to the spiritual journey.  By repeating and deepening certain fundamental practices, we cooperate with God in our spiritual growth.  These five practices – to receive God’s love, to love God in return, to grow in Christ, to serve others, and to give ourselves fully – as we attend to them and develop them, help us settle ourselves in God and become instruments of God’s grace.  Following Christ will change your heart;  and through you, God will change the world.


	Following Jesus
by Carolyn Slaughter

Length:  12 weeks (1 hour or less, to 2 hours)

Includes:  Leader guide and book to be purchased by each student

First produced by Ginghamsburg UMC and used for their new members class, this 12-session study helps us discover what it means to follow Jesus through our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service.  These are the first steps that lead to a deeper relationship with Jesus and a more passionate faith.  Sessions are organized under three sub-headings:  rediscovering Jesus;  growing in the Spirit;  living in faith and service.
Carolyn Slaughter and her husband, Michael, have served Ginghamsburg Church for over 28 years.  Her primary ministry responsibilities include teaching and curriculum development.  


	Forgotten God

by Francis Chan

Length:  7 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  DVD and interactive workbook;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study
In this insightful study, Francis Chan reminds us of the true source of the church’s power:  the Holy Spirit.  Offering a compelling invitation to understand, embrace, and follow the Holy Spirit’s direction in our lives, this study is designed to help us move beyond our habits of neglect and pursue a life defined by the Spirit of God.  The workbook can stand alone or be used alongside the DVD.  Francis’ thought-provoking teaching and the included leader’s guide make this a valuable resource for a small group study.

Francis Chan is the best-selling author of Crazy Love.  He’s founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, and is the founder of Eternity Bible College.


	Gospel in Life
by Tim Keller

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  DVD (approximately 10 minutes/week;  90 minutes total), study guide and extensive notes for leaders;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study
Gospel in Life is an eight-week course on the gospel and how it is lived out in all of life—first in our hearts, then in community, and out into the world.  Week 1 opens the course with the theme of the city:  our home now, the world that is.  Week 8 closes the course with the theme of the eternal city:  our heavenly home, the world that is to come.  In between we will look at how the gospel changes our hearts (weeks 2 and 3), changes our community (weeks 4 and 5), and changes how we live in the world (weeks 6 and 7).  
Tim Keller is senior pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Manhattan and author of bestseller The Reason for God.

Session titles:

1. City:  The World That Is

2. Heart:  Three Ways to Live

3. Idolatry:  The Sin Beneath the Sin

4. Community:  The Context for Change

5. Witness:  An Alternate City

6. Work:  Cultivating the Garden

7. Justice:  A People for Others

8. Eternity:  The World That Is to Come


	Here and Now…There and Then (Revelation Bible Study)

by Beth Moore

Length:  11 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and study guide

In each session, Beth seeks the wisdom and knowledge of God-seeking, God-fearing scholars through multiple commentaries and perspectives so as to translate some of their interpretations into laymen’s terms and applications.  She writes, “I grow increasingly convinced that God meant for parts of this New Testament book of unveiling to retain certain measures of mystery and wonder, as paradoxical as it may seem to us.  His intentional use of symbols and pictures in the divine inspiration to John could support such an implication, particularly as we consider that God sometimes offers an interpretation in the text and other times does not.  The longer I’ve studied, the more certain I’ve become that God is as deliberate about what He doesn’t tell as what He does.  Neither is accidental.  One thing is certain:  no scholar, commentary, denomination, preacher or teacher can plausibly claim to have all the answers and ultimate interpretations for this fascinating finish of Scripture.”  

She continues, “An ardent desire to know God through the study of Scripture mixed with a humble spirit concocts the best kind of student.  Throughout this series, let’s not just approach the Word with the stubborn intent of reaffirming what we already believe.  Or relearning only what we already know.  Let’s be willing to also learn something brand new…or perhaps arrive at the conclusion that not everyone who interprets Scripture differently is heretical.”


	Hole in Our Gospel, The
by Richard Stearns

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and study guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

This is a story of how a CEO faced his own struggle to obey God, whatever the cost, and his passionate call for Christians to change the world by actively living out their faith.  Believing that the “good news” is more than a private transaction between God and us, Stearns challenges readers with this question:  What does God expect of us?  Two thousand years ago, twelve people changed the world.  Stearns believes it can happen again.  Six-week interactive group DVD featuring:  Rich Stearns, Renee Stearns, Kay Warren, Max Lucado, Bill Hybels, Ryan Dobson.  
Richard Stearns is President of World Vision.

Sessions:

1. The Hole in My Gospel

2. The Hole Gets Deeper

3. The Hole in the World

4. The Hole in the American Dream

5. The Hole in the Church

6. Repairing the Hole


	Hope & Action
by Bill and Lynette Hybels

Length:  2 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and student guide

The statistics are staggering.  In twenty-five years, 30 million people have died of AIDS, and 14 million children have been orphaned.  What can possibly be done in the face of such devastation?  In two, 1-hour sessions, we view brief DVD segments that will inform, encourage and challenge us.  Through discussion, we open our minds and hearts to change.  And in the Participant’s Guide, we mark down the first steps we can take to make a difference in the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa.
Bill Hybels is founder and Senior Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church.    


	Hunger For Healing, A
by Keith Miller

Length:  12 weeks (1-1/2 to 2 hours, including 30-minute video)
Includes:  VHS tape, small group discussion guide and book to be purchased by each class member
Best-selling Christian author Keith Miller’s personal journey of healing led him into the Twelve Steps years ago.  What he discovered there was a highly successful model for emotional and spiritual healing that can benefit many Christians—even those free of evident addiction.  In this video series designed for small groups, Keith brings the Twelve-Step model into focus for the church.  Relating each of the Steps to biblical principles, he demonstrates how the Twelve Steps have become spiritual disciplines for a new generation.  Each session offers an essential lesson in recovery and self-assessment—a way out of a world marked by compulsion, fear and broken relationships and into a new world of serenity, service, and healthy interaction with God and others.  Punctuated by interviews with people who have worked the Twelve Steps in their own lives, A Hunger for Healing will take your group inside the Twelve Steps and on a life-transforming pilgrimage toward God and the emotional and spiritual wholeness found in Him.


	If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat
by John Ortberg

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD & VHS tape, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study 

Based on John Ortberg’s award-winning best-seller.  Peter may have been the first one out of the boat, but Jesus’ invitation to walk on water is for us all.  But walk on water?  What does that mean?  Walking on water means facing our fears and choosing not to let fear have the last word discovering and embracing the unique calling of God on our lives experiencing the power of God to accomplish what we would not be capable of doing on our own.  This ZondervanGroupware™ helps you and your group answer Christ’s call to greater faith, power-filled deeds, and a new way of knowing him.  Relating the story in Matthew 14 to life today, teacher and best-selling author John Ortberg invites you to consider the incredible potential that awaits you outside your comfort zones.  Out on the risky waters of faith, Jesus is waiting to meet you in ways that will change you forever, deepening your character and your trust in God.  These six remarkable, interactive sessions will teach you how to discern God’s call, transcend fear, risk faith, manage failure, and trust God.  What dormant gifts and dreams does God want to revive?  What new visions does he want to kindle?  What practical acts of obedience does he want to challenge you with?  Discover the possibilities!  Get to know Jesus as only a water-walker can, aligning yourselves with God’s purposes for your lives.  There’s just one requirement.  
John Ortberg is a pastor at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, in Menlo Park, California.

Sessions:

1. What’s Water-Walking?

2. The Tragedy of the Unopened Gift

3. Find Your Calling and Get Your Feet Wet! 

4. Facing Our Challenges, Conquering Our Fears

5. Good News for Cave Dwellers

6. Learning to Wait on Our Big God


	Invitation to Genesis
by Disciple Bible Study 

Length:  10 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides
“In the beginning . . .”  These first words in Genesis may be among the most familiar words in all the Bible.  Many readers of the Bible recognize Genesis as a book that describes the beginning of all things: the Creation.  This is certainly true but is only part of the story—the creation of the world only takes up the first two chapters of a fifty-chapter book.  What are the other chapters about?  This study approaches the Book of Genesis not simply as a story of the beginning but as a story of beginnings from start to finish.  Through the study, participants will be invited to listen afresh to the witness of this opening book of the Hebrew Bible and to understand more clearly God’s purpose in beginning to form a people with the likes of Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, and Jacob and Esau.  
Study contents:

1. The Beginning . . . and What Went Wrong

2. Another Beginning:  The Flood . . . and What Went Wrong

3. Another Beginning:  Abraham and the Patriarchs

4. Abraham and a Glimpse to the Future

5. The Promise Fulfilled:  Isaac

6. Another Beginning:  Jacob and the Uneasy Birth of a People

7. Jacob:  The Struggle Continues

8. Another New Beginning:  Joseph and the Family of Israel

9. The Trek into Egypt

10. An End and Another Beginning:  Israel’s Story


	Invitation to John
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  11 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides
In its wisdom, the early church chose to keep four Gospel accounts of the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Three of these Gospels are very similar to each other in both what they tell about the story of Jesus and how they tell it.  However, the Gospel of John stands apart.  In it, we find Jesus speaking not in parables but in lengthy discourses.  We overhear Jesus talking with Nicodemus, a Samaritan woman, and Mary Magdalene.  We marvel at Jesus turning water into wine, calling Lazarus from the tomb, and washing his disciples’ feet.  We linger over Jesus’ great promises:  “For God so lover the world….”  “I am the bread of life….”  “I am the resurrection….”  “Peace I leave with you….”  In the very first chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus issues two invitations:  “Come and see,”  and “Follow me.”  They echo the invitations of this study:  to come and see this Jesus---to hear him speak, to see his signs---and to consider anew what it means to be his followers.  
Study contents:
1. Come and See

2. How Is It Possible?

3. Taste for Yourself

4. To Believe or Not to Believe

5. Are We Blind?

6. I Couldn’t Believe My Eyes!

7. Would You Believe It?

8. What Time Is It?

9. Look Out!

10. Believing Without Seeing

11. Do You See Him?


	Invitation to the New Testament
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  8 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides  
Using Matthew's Gospel as a starting point, this study explores how the new Testament writers and the early Christian community wrestled with the coming of Jesus---his life, actions, mission, death, and resurrection---and the implications of his arrival for their lives and their communities of faith.  Moving through the Gospel of Matthew sequentially, the overarching themes from this story of Jesus provide the conversation topics for each of the eight sessions.   Each theme is then traced through other related passages in the New Testament.  Who is Jesus and what is his significance for our lives?  Participants are invited to join this conversation, to study afresh this story of Jesus, and to learn more about their calling to discipleship and to community.  
Study Contents:

1. Jesus Calls Us Into God's Redemption Story

2. Jesus Calls Us to a Transformed Life

3. Jesus Calls Us to Minister to a Hostile World

4. Jesus Calls Us to Complex Communities of Faith

5. Jesus Calls Us to Serve One Another

6. Jesus Calls Us to a New Relationship With Tradition

7. Jesus Calls Us to Live in Light of His Coming Again

8. Jesus Calls Us to Experience the Gifts of His Dying and Rising


	Invitation the Old Testament
by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  8 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:   VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

This study approaches the study of Hebrew Scriptures by inviting participants to hear the story of God and God's calling of the people of Israel through the many "voices" of the biblical text.  Narrative, poem, history, and prophetic utterance all have their own distinctive characteristics and purpose, arising out of a particular historical, social, and cultural setting.  To understand fully the story of God's covenantal relationship with Israel calls for listening to these various ways the story is told throughout the Old Testament.  What does it mean to be God's chosen people?  And how does the story of Israel's covenant with God inform our own identity as heirs of that covenant?  Through this study, participants will be invited to listen afresh to the witness of the Old Testament to hear God's call and purpose for their own lives and respond to that call.  
Study contents:

1. The Making of the Hebrew Bible

2. The Creation Story of Israel

3. Out of Bondage

4. Promise and Problem in the Land

5. Israel Has a King

6. Division and the Rise of Prophecy

7. Exile and Response

8. Restoration and Renewal


	Jesus Creed, The

by Scot McKnight

Length:  7 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and study guide (reproducible);  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

What was spiritual formation like during the time of Jesus?  The author points out that the early Christians didn’t sing in the choir or go to weekly Bible studies, and yet they matured inwardly in relationship with God as well as outwardly in their relationships with each other.  How did this happen?

This series explores how the great Shema of the Old Testament was transformed by our Lord into the local point for spiritual maturity.  According to the Jesus Creed (found in Mark 12:29-31), loving God and loving others are the greatest commandments.

Scot uses biblical characters such as John the Baptist and Peter to explore themes important to every Christian:  What are you living for?  What has God called you to become?  How is God calling you to compassion?  What happens when disciples fall?  Provides lessons on how to mature following the model that Jesus provided for his first disciples.

Scot McKnight is Professor of Religious Studies at North Park University and an award-winning author of The Jesus Creed, Embracing Grace and 40 Days Living the Jesus Creed, among other books.


	Jesus I Never Knew, The
by Philip Yancey

Length:  14 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Per Lewis Smedes, “This is the best book about Jesus I have ever read, probably the best book about Jesus in the whole century” (20th).  Yancey offers a new and different perspective on the life of Christ and his work---his teachings, his miracles, his death and resurrection---and ultimately, who he was and why he came.  Relating the gospel events to the world we live in today, this book gives a moving and refreshing portrait of the central figure of history.  With a willingness to tackle difficult questions, Yancey looks at the radical words of this itinerant Jewish carpenter and asks whether we are taking him seriously enough in our own day and age.  From the manger in Bethlehem to the cross in Jerusalem, Yancey presents a complex character who generates questions as well as answers;  a disturbing and exhilarating Jesus who wants to radically transform our lives and stretch our faith.  According to Yancey, “No one who meets Jesus ever stays the same.”


	Jesus in the Gospels

by Disciple Bible Study
Length:  30 weeks (90 minutes to 2 hours))

Includes:   study manual and Gospel Comparisons for each participant

This study differs somewhat from the Disciple 1 through 4 in that it looks more closely at the Gospel texts.  The title of this study suggests why this is so:  We will be looking at Jesus in the Gospels.  This focus requires attention to details.  Accompanying each day’s Scripture reading assignments are suggestions of things to look for that will take you deeper into Scripture.  Daily individual study and weekly group study involve use of three components:  the Bible, the study manual, and Gospel Comparisons.


	Jesus:  The New Way

by N. T. Wright
Length:  6 weeks, or 13 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:   DVD, teachers guide, reproducible student workbook
This DVD-based series is all you need for a compelling journey into the life, words and world of Jesus and what they mean for our world today.  Dr. Wright is a gifted and clear communicator, and you will have no trouble following him as he guides us through each program.  When we refer to Jesus:  The New Way, there is a double intention.  First, there is the awareness developed so capably by Tom Wright, that Jesus indeed fulfilled the deepest hopes and prayers of Israel, but in a new way that they did not expect.  But there may also be treasures for Christians who have been followers of Jesus for many years.  There is much here for you to consider that will deepen and enrich your understanding of and relationship with Jesus.  As we were preparing this series, we were constantly reminded that it was like seeing someone you have loved for years with new eyes.  We think you will find much that will challenge your thinking, and maybe even your praying, into new areas, but with no pretense that the contents herein are the last word.  Indeed our hope is that they stimulate you and your group to dig deeper in the Scripture and find your own even deeper riches in that fathomless Word.
N. T. Wright is one of the world’s top biblical scholars, a prolific author and Bishop of Durham in the Church of England.  

Sessions (with DVD length, in minutes):

1. Getting the Kingdom Started (13:50)

2. Announcing the Kingdom (13:55)

3. Longing for a King (14:40)

4. Why Did Jesus Die? (13:37)

5. Who Was Jesus? (13:50)

6. The New Claim (13:12)


	John Stott Bible Studies
by John Stott

Length:  10 New Testament series, listed below (1 hour or less)

Includes:   student guides for each
Hailed as the elder statesman of evangelical Christianity, John Stott is one of the most loved and respected Bible teachers alive today.  For five decades he has been a tireless and faithful expositor, writer and speaker.  His commentaries have informed and inspired pastors and preachers around the globe.  As a result, millions have benefited from his careful study and insightful interpretation.  

Using this Bible study series, you can explore Scripture side by side with John Stott, enhancing your own in-depth study with his insights gained from years of immersion in God’s Word.  Each of the 10 study guides includes Stott’s informative and eloquent exposition of key biblical passages with inductive study questions for individual reflection or group discussion.
John R. W. Stott served as rector of All Souls Church in London and was honored by Time magazine in 2005 as one of the “100 Most Influential People in the World.”  His many books, including Basic Christianity and The Cross of Christ, have sold millions of copies around the world and in dozens of languages.

Series (with number of weeks each):

1. Acts (18 weeks)

2. The Beatitudes (8 weeks)

3. Ephesians (12 weeks)

4. Galatians (12 weeks)

5. Jesus Christ (13 weeks)

6. Revelation (12 weeks)

7. Romans (20 weeks)

8. 1 & 2 Thessalonians (10 weeks)
9. 1 Timothy & Titus (12 weeks)
10. 2 Timothy (8 weeks)


	Just Walk Across the Room
by Bill Hybels

Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:   DVD and student guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Bill Hybels is founder and Senior Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church.  What if you knew that by simply crossing the room and saying hello to someone, you could change that person’s forever?  Just a few steps to make an eternal difference.  It has nothing to do with methods and everything to do with taking a genuine interest in another human being.  All you need is a heart that’s in tune with the Holy Spirit and a willingness to venture out of your “Circle of Comfort” and into another person’s life.  This study brings personal evangelism into the 21st century.  Hybels shows how we can participate in the model first set by Jesus, who stepped down from heaven 2,000 years ago to bring hope and redemption to broken people living in a fallen world.  Now it’s our turn to have a life-changing impact for someone standing a few steps away.  And for us as well, as we learn the power of extending care, compassion and inclusiveness under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.


	Keep Climbing
by Todd Phillips 

Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader guide and student workbook;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study;  also featuring “I Am Second” interviews with Brian Welch (founder of KoRn), Jason Witten (NFL Pro-Bowl Tight-End), and Michelle Aguilar (Winner of the Biggest Loser);  and three video-driven sermon illustrations: 

1. Climbing Life’s Mountains:  From Mount Ararat, where God saved Noah and restarted civilization, to Mount Sinai, where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, God has always used mountains to show himself to his people.  This inspirational video illustration reminds us that we were meant to climb the mountains of life so that our faith can be made stronger, even through suffering.

2. Famous Failures:  Sometimes we look at people who have achieved great success and think that everything must come easy for them.  This powerful video illustration takes us inside some of the greatest failures of all time so we can find the true meaning of perseverance and success.  If you’ve never failed, you’ve never lived.

3. You Can Change the World:  This inspiring video illustration gives us a behind the scenes look at some of the most influential leaders of all time whose courage, tenacity, vision, and curiosity inspired a movement of lasting change.  Will we choose to use our abilities and gifts to impact the world for the better?

Life is hard.  We pray and ask God to help, but many times it seems like he’s not there.  We know God can perform miracles, yet our problems often remain.  Is God listening?  Does God care?  In these four sessions, Todd Phillips leads a team to Russia to climb Mount Elbrus, the tallest mountain in Europe.  Todd uses their perilous trek as a backdrop to explore how God works with us through the challenges in our lives.  
Video-driven sessions (with DVD length):

1. Leaving Comfort Behind (9 minutes)

2. Flatten the Mountain (14 minutes)

3. Climbing in Silence (10 minutes)

4. A Better View (19 minutes)


	Life Worthy of the Gospel, A
by Sondra Ely Wheeler

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader and participant guides, one copy of Journey Through the Psalms, and a set of course promotional materials;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study 

How do Christians think and act faithfully in a complex and often ambiguous world?  What models from Scripture and Church history might help us to live “lives worthy of the Gospel” in the 21st century?  Join noted ethicist Dr. Sondra Wheeler in an exploration of these vital questions. 
Session titles (with DVD length):
Introduction:

1. A Christian Way of Living? (20:51)

Four Models for Christian Ethics:

2. Scripture:  The Story that Forms Us (23:53)

3. Augustine:  Ordering Our Lives (25:20)

4. Luther:  The Spirit of Christian Life (14:13)

5. Wesley:  Transforming Grace (21:41)

Conclusion:

6. Learning from Our Traditions:  A Test Case (26:42)


	Life You’ve Always Wanted, The
by John Ortberg

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

The heart of Christianity is transformation, a relationship with God that impacts not just our "spiritual lives," but every aspect of living.  John Ortberg calls you back to the dynamic heartbeat of Christianity, God's power to bring change and growth, and reveals both the how and why of transformation.  The Life You've Always Wanted offers modern perspectives on the ancient path of the spiritual disciplines, and serves as a road map toward true transformation that starts not with the individual but with the object of the journey, Jesus Christ.  As with a marathon runner, the secret to winning the race lies not in trying harder, but in training consistently---training with the spiritual disciplines.  The disciplines are neither taskmasters nor an end in themselves.  Rather they are exercises that build strength and endurance for the road of growth.  The fruit of the Spirit are the signposts along the way.  Paved with humor and sparkling anecdotes, The Life You've Always Wanted small group kit is an encouraging and challenging approach to a Christian life that's worth living, a life on the edge that fills an ordinary world with new meaning, hope, change, and joy.

John Ortberg is a pastor at Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, in Menlo Park, California.


	LifeGuide Bible Studies

by various authors from InterVarsity Press

Length:  18 Old Testament series (9 to 26 weeks each);  19 New Testament series (9 to 26 weeks each);  56 Topical Study series (from 6 to 13 weeks each);  10 Character Study series (from 8 to 12 weeks each);  3 Seeker Study series (from 8 to 13 weeks each), and;  How to Lead a LifeGuide Bible Study Small Group Starter Kit (1 hour or less)

Includes:   student guide for each series
These Bible study guides provide solid biblical content and raise thought-provoking issues for individual or group benefit.


	Max on Life – Answers and Insights to Your Most Important Questions 
by Max Lucado

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides

We have questions.  Real, important and challenging questions.  Questions about family, finances, and forgiveness.  Unsettling questions regarding illness, death and eternity.  Questions like:  Why me?  Why am I here?  Why did this happen?  Can you help me understand?  Where’s the lifeline?  Where can I turn?  Is there any hope?  Don’t we crave answers to these questions that tug on the deepest parts of our hearts?

Max Lucado has received thousands of questions and wrestled with plenty of his own.  In these eight video-driven sessions, one of today’s most trusted pastors takes on life’s most important questions.
Max Lucado ministers at the Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, Texas, and has written more than 30 books. 
Sessions (with DVD length):

1. Hope (19 minutes)

2. Hurt (20 minutes)

3. Help (17 minutes)

4. Him/Her (19 minutes)

5. Home (17 minutes)

6. Haves/Have-Nots (14 minutes)

7. Hereafter (22 minutes)

8. Humanity (13 minutes)


	Money Matters:  Financial Freedom for All God’s Children 

by Michael Slaughter

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and book to be purchased by each participant
Imagine feeling free from financial worry, free from debt and free from the never-ending pressures of juggling all those financial demands.  Imagine…feeling in control of your finances.  Money Matters shows you how to do God’s math, which is based on spiritual principles found in Scripture.

Michael Slaughter is senior pastor of Ginghamsburg UMC, a thriving town and country church.

Topics include:

1. Debt-free living

2. A disciplined lifestyle

3. Surrender & trust

4. Ownership vs. stewardship

5. Focus & planning

6. Easy simplicity

7. Creating vs. consuming

8. Generosity


	NOOMA
by Rob Bell, Flannel

Length:  up to 24 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  24 DVDs with leader guide each

We can get anything we want, from anywhere in the world, whenever we want it.  That’s how it is and that’s how we want it to be.  Still, our lives aren’t any different than other generations before us.  Our time is.  We want spiritual direction, but it has to be real for us and available when we need it.  We want a new format for getting Christian perspectives.  NOOMA is the new format.  It’s short films with communicators who really speak to us.  Compact, portable, and concise.  Each NOOMA touches on issues that we care about, that we want to talk about, and it comes in a way that fits our world.  It’s a format that’s there for us when we need it, as we need it, how we need it.


	Path of the Cross, The

by Ray Vander Laan

Length:  5 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader and discovery guide

Join renowned teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan, as he guides you through the land of the Bible.  In each session, he illuminates the historical, geographical and cultural context of the sacred Scriptures.  Filmed on location in the Middle East, the Faith Lessons DVD series will transform your understanding of God and challenge you to be a true follower of Jesus.

Ray Vander Laan is the founder of That the World May Know Ministries and serves as the host of Focus on the Family's popular Faith Lessons DVD series.  He has been a teacher for more than 30 years, and is currently the religion instructor at Holland Christian Schools in Western Michigan.  He holds a Masters of Divinity degree from Westminster Seminary and is an ordained minister with the Christian Reformed Church.

Sessions (with DVD length):

1. The Way of the Essenes – Qumran (29 minutes)

2. The Way of John the Baptist – Machaerus (29 minutes)

3. Into the Desert to Be Tested – En Gedi (30 minutes)

4. The Last Passover – Jerusalem (32 minutes)

5. The Fifth Cup:  Our Way of Hope – Gethsemane (29 minutes)


	Power of a Whisper, The
by Bill Hybels

Length:  5 weeks (1 hour or less;  Bill’s DVD talk to Chick-fil-A leaders as introduction, plus 4 weekly sessions)

Includes:  DVDs, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Bill Hybels is founder and Senior Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church.  In this video-based study, the group will learn to direct everyday steps according to “whispers” from God.  Through firsthand accounts spanning more than 30 years spent in the trenches of ministry, Hybels’ passion is to invite every Christ-follower to learn how to live with one ear perpetually tuned to heaven and how to meticulously obey every syllable of input received.  In the powerful yet practical small group Participant’s Guide, you will learn how to discern the “voice” of God from the other voices that vie for your attention, how to invite his input into your daily routine, how to “practice” his presence and how to allow heaven-sent input to direct your life toward making a kingdom-oriented difference in this world.


	Prodigal God, The – Finding Your Place at the Table
By Tim Keller

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and discussion guide

The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely.  Whether you’re a devout believer or a skeptic, this study will challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way.  The author opens your eyes to the powerful message of Jesus’ best-known---and least understood---parable:  The Parable of the Prodigal Son.  Dr. Keller helps you and your small group or church glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus’ parable;  the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the father who lavishes love on both.  The discussion guide includes questions for group and personal reflection, as well as exercises that will help you apply the truths of Jesus’ parable in your own life.

Session one contain the full 38-minute film.  Each of the other five sessions features a short (2-3-minute) recap segment from the full-length file to set up the small group discussion.

Tim Keller is senior pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Manhattan and author of Gospel in Life and bestseller The Reason for God.
Sessions:  

1. The Parable

2. The People Around Jesus

3. The Two Lost Sons

4. The Elder Brother

5. The True Elder Brother

6. The Feast of the Father


	Prodigal Perspectives
by Chris Seay and Jason Hildebrand 

Length:  3 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader guide, student workbook;  three award-winning short films by Jason Hildebrand and three video-driven sermon illustrations:

1. Josh and Katie Hamilton:  Major League Baseball All-star, Josh Hamilton, and his wife Katie share about the devastation that Josh’s drug addiction brought upon their marriage.  In this candid interview, Katie reveals what it took for her to forgive Josh and allow God to work miracles in their relationship. 

2. A Man Fell in a Hole:  Told in the manner of a modern day parable, this dramatic video illustration examines the life of a man searching through the false promises of other religions.  His life demonstrates that there is only one path that will lift mankind out of its destitute condition. 

3. Effects of Sin and Grace:  What happens when we deny we are sinners?  1 John says that makes us liars and the truth is not in us.  What happens when Jesus sheds His blood for our sins?  We receive grace.  This hope-filled video illustration compares the effects of iodine and food coloring to sin and grace.


Guilt, shame, entitlement, bitterness, grief-stricken...our relationships with others surface a variety of feelings.  In these three sessions, viewers will experience the Prodigal Son story of the Bible through the eyes of the younger son, the elder son and the father as performed in separate, dramatic films by professional actor/writer, Jason Hildebrand.  After each short film, Chris Seay will walk us through the scripture helping us to understand how jealousy, selfishness and forgiveness effect our own lives and relationships.  
Video-driven sessions (with DVD length):

1. The Younger Son (13 minutes)

2. The Elder Son (11 minutes)

3. The Father (16 minutes)


	Purpose Driven Life, The
by Rick Warren

Length:  6-to-12 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and study guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

The most basic question everyone faces in life is Why am I here?  What is my purpose?  Self-help books suggest that people should look within, at their own desires and dreams, but Rick Warren says the starting place must be with God and his eternal purposes for each life.  Real meaning and significance comes from understanding and fulfilling God’s purposes for putting us on earth.

The Purpose-Driven Life takes the groundbreaking message of the award-winning Purpose-Driven Church and goes deeper, applying it to the lifestyle of individual Christians.  This book helps readers understand God’s incredible plan for their lives.  Warren enables them to see the big picture of what life is all about and begin to live the life God created them to live.

The Purpose-Driven Life is a manifesto for Christian living in the 21st century...a lifestyle based on eternal purposes, not cultural values.  Using biblical stories and letting the Bible speak for itself, Warren clearly explains God’s five purposes for each of us:

· We were planned for God’s pleasure, so your first purpose is to offer real worship. 

· We were formed for God’s family, so your second purpose is to enjoy real fellowship. 

· We were created to become like Christ, so your third purpose is to learn real discipleship. 

· We were shaped for serving God, so your fourth purpose is to practice real ministry. 

· We were made for a mission, so your fifth purpose is to live out real evangelism.

The book is written in a captivating devotional style and divided into 40 short chapters that can be read as a daily devotional or studied by small groups.   By the end of this journey, we’ll know God’s purpose for our lives and will understand the big picture---how all the pieces of our lives fit together.  Having this perspective will reduce our stress, simplify decision-making, increase our satisfaction and, most importantly, prepare us for eternity.
Rick Warren is founder and senior pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, California.


	Reason for God, The
by Tim Keller

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  DVD (approximately 120 minutes total) and discussion guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Captured live and unscripted, pastor and author Tim Keller meets with a group of people over six sessions to address their doubts and objections to Christianity.  Using literature, philosophy, real-life experiences, and the Bible, Keller and the group explore the truth of Christianity.  This Discussion Guide and accompanying DVD will help you and your group learn how to engage others in dialogue on six common objections to Christianity.  Whether in a group setting or individual conversation, The Reason for God is a resource for what to say in response to these objections, and a model for how to say it.
Tim Keller is senior pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Manhattan. 
Session:

1. Isn’t the Bible a Myth?

2. How Can You Say There Is Only One Way to God?

3. What Gives You the Right to Tell Me How to Live My Life? 

4. Why Does God Allow Suffering?

5. Why Is the Church Responsible for So Much Injustice?

6. How Can God Be Full of Love and Wrath at the Same Time


	Revelation, The Book of

by James “Mickey” Efird

Length:  16 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  DVD (about 20 minutes/session) and workbook
The book of Revelation is perhaps the most misunderstood, and misused, of all the biblical writings.  In this study we will learn about the mindset, thought process, theological and historical background of the people for whom this writing was made.  We then will look at Revelation through the filter of this information and seek to gain a new understanding of the message this very special literary form delivers.

The workbook will guide you through the important points and space is provided to add personal notes.  Discussion questions are included for further exploration.  These questions expand on the video presentation by bringing the text to bear on each person’s experience and faith.

James “Mickey” Efird has been on the Duke University Divinity School faculty since 1962, teaching Greek and Biblical studies.  He is an ordained Presbyterian minister and has served for nearly 50 years as interim supply pastor for various churches.  He has written 13 books and is committed to making the Bible understandable and applicable for pastors and laity alike.


	Screwtape Letters
by C. S. Lewis

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)
Includes:  Study Guide (can be copied) and book by the author (must be purchased)

Per Lewis, “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils.  One is to disbelieve in their existence.  The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.”  This book will help us develop a “healthy interest” in devils.  Screwtape’s diabolical letters make us acutely aware of how Satan and his host of fallen angels work in the hearts and lives of persons, especially Christians.  And as Christians, it will remind us of the need to arm ourselves with God’s Spirit, so that we can daily overcome the evil forces which seek to destroy our relationship with God.

C. S. Lewis held the Chair of Medieval and Renaissance English Literature at Oxford and Cambridge Universities, where he earned the reputation as a brilliant lecturer, tutor and scholar.  He is widely known for his books and essays about religion which include, 

The Four Loves, Mere Christianity, Pilgrims Regress, The Chronicles of Narnia, The Problem of Pain and A Grief Observed.

Teacher’s comments (Dana Connolly):   Keep in mind that this was written 70 years ago (1941) by a scholar who taught  Medieval and Renaissance English Literature at Oxford and Cambridge Universities for 40 years.  He knew and used a much fuller range of the English language (the “King’s English”) than many of us use and read today.  English has more words than any other language in the world and Lewis liked to use most of them!  Though his insights are profound and the read is entertaining, my New Horizons Sunday School class wasn’t able to connect very well and I terminated the series early.  I did teach the series years before to a young adult group who did enjoy it.


	Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White

by Adam Hamilton

Length:  5 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD and leader guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions held by people less and less willing to listen to one another.  No one agrees on what to do about it.  One solution that hasn’t yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, moral and religious issues that divide us.

Seeing Gray is a video-based study that explores the role of faith in public life.  Its purpose is to engage thoughtful Christians in dialogue and self-examination.  Participants will be encouraged to listen, learn and see truth as multi-sided;  to make their voices heard;  and to love those with whom they disagree.  This study is for groups desiring to pursue a middle way between the left and right.

Adam Hamilton is pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.


	Seeking Solid Ground:  Anchoring Your Life in Godly Character
by John Trent, PhD, and Rick Hicks, PhD

Length:  8 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  VHS tape;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

In a culture of shakes and quakes, it‘s essential that we secure ourselves to a stable and sound foundation – one that won‘t change like the wind or shift like the sand.  Where can such a place be found?  In God‘s Work…Psalm 15, to be exact.  Within the lines of David‘s simple song is a rock-solid blueprint for anchoring yourself in Godly character.  In Seeking Solid Ground, John Trent and Rick Hicks explore the life-changing plan found in this psalm.  With memorable stories, poignant illustrations and challenging questions, Trent and Hicks reveal the incredible depth of wisdom and practical applications in one of the Bible‘s most powerful passages.   
Sessions:

1. Building a Life That Can Never Be Shaken – Ten specific steps for Godly character from Psalm 15

2. The Two Most Important Questions You‘ll Ever Answer – Discover the two questions every man, woman & child must answer

3. Anchoring Your Life in Godly Character – Learn the two traits for rock-solid living:  Integrity & Righteousness

4. The Freedom of a Truthful Walk – How to make sure God‘s truth is in our hearts when we most need it

5. Three Keys to Protecting Your Most Important Relationships – Discover the three keys to protecting our relationships and enriching our personal lives

6. Giving Out God‘s Medal of Honor – Who‘s who in God‘s list of worthy role models

7. Choosing Commitment Over Convenience – Counteract the epidemic of  ― broken promises which plague our world

8. The Promise That‘s Waiting for You – Creating a life that can never be shaken


	Serious Answers to Hard Questions
by various authors

Length:  10 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  VHS tape, and leader and participant guides

This video-based series was developed by Wesley Ministry Network (created by Wesley Theological Seminary).  In it, ten leading theologians address ten issues (“hard questions”) that present obstacles to faith for many both in and outside the church.  Questions like, “Why does God permit evil?” and “Are religion and science compatible?”.  While many people ask these and similar questions, most do not have access to thinkers who spend their lives considering them.  What the speakers provide are serious answers, not pat or simple answers.  Their perspectives are representative of the best of mainstream theological scholarship, and their insights are both important and enriching.  
Due to the provocative subject matter, any of these topics should capture the attention and interest of most people, even those who aren’t devout class attendees.  Each session is standalone, so this makes a good “fill-in” resource for one or two weeks or for a 10-week series.  It fits pretty well within a 1-hour class, but would also be good for longer classes which allow for more discussion.

Lessons:

1. Evil

2. Religion and Science

3. Other Religions

4. Evangelism and Tolerance

5. The God of the Old Testament

6. Jesus and Christianity

7. Resurrection

8. The Gnostic Gospels

9. The Sins of the Church

10. Forgiveness 


	Simply Christian:  Why Christianity Makes Sense
by N. T. Wright

Length:  10 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD for each week plus bonus DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Have you ever wondered why humans in all places and times have yearned for beauty, truth, spirituality, and justice?  Bishop Wright contends that it is because we hear the echoes of God's voice - the same God who created the world, is known through the children of Israel and Jesus Christ, and who is at work in the world through the Holy Spirit.  Connecting to this God through worship, prayer, scripture, and the church leads to life that is full and abundant.  Not since C. S. Lewis's classic summary of the faith, "Mere Christianity," has such a wise and thorough scholar taken the time to explain to anyone who wants to know what Christianity really is and how it is practiced.  
N. T. Wright is one of the world’s top biblical scholars, a prolific author and Bishop of Durham in the Church of England.  

Lessons (with DVD length):

1. Introduction to Simply Christian (20:45)

2. Justice & Spirituality (16:30)

3. Relationships & Beauty (15:22)

4. God (16:47)

5. Israel (17:24)

6. Jesus (19:49)

7. The Holy Spirit (16:27)

8. Worship & Prayer (18:43)

9. Scripture (18:33) 

10. Church & New Creation (18:37)


	Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, The
by UMC

Length:  six session that can be used for 6-to-12 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  booklet that must be purchased
This contains the official text of the Social Principles from The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2008 along with exercises for individuals or small groups, a topical index, and Our Social Creed.  The Social Principles are the product of ninety-eight years of legislative decisions made by lay and clergy members of The United Methodist Church and its predecessor denominations.  The Social Principles are prayerful and thoughtful efforts on the part of many General Conferences to speak to complex and controversial issues in the global community.  Studying the Social Principles provides opportunities to examine your own theology and ethics and to practice discipleship.


	Surprised by Hope
by N. T. Wright

Length:  6 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

This excellent series inspires us to gain an exciting new vision for our life on earth in light of our future in heaven.  The premise:  our life here and now is of tremendous consequence, and what we believe about the future has a direct impact on how we live in the present.  Once we grasp the biblical vision of God’s future, it will transform our understanding of life in the present.  In six transforming, faith-inspiring sessions, premier biblical scholar N. T. Wright opens our eyes to the amazing full scope of what God’s Word has to say about the world to come and the world that is.  Filled with discussion questions, thoughts for reflection, and ideas for personal application, the participant’s guide will helps get the most out of each session.   Ideal for Bible studies, Sunday school classes, and groups large or small, Surprised by Hope will give participants a clearer vision both of the future and of God's kingdom at hand today.
N. T. Wright is one of the world’s top biblical scholars, a prolific author and Bishop of Durham in the Church of England.  
Sessions:
1. Hope
2. Resurrection
3. Heaven
4. Second Coming
5. Salvation
6. Church


	Three Simple Rules

by Rueben P. Job

Length:  5 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, study guide;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

A presentation of John Wesley’s General Rules, Three Simple Rules invites us all into a more faithful way of living as disciples of Jesus Christ.  Following these rules promises a way of living to change your world.  Three simple rules that can be easily understood and practiced by everyone every day of their lives is a focus of this way of living.  The rules are simple, but the way is not easy.  Only those with great courage will attempt it, and only those with great faith will be able to walk this exciting and demanding way.

Rueben P. Job has served as a United Methodist bishop, pastor, district superintendent, conference council staff, and as World Publisher of The Upper Room.  He has authored or co-authored twelve books including A Guide to Prayer for All God’s People, A Wesleyan Spiritual Reader, and Living Fully, Dying Well.

Sessions (with DVD length):

1. Introduction (8 minutes)

2. Do No Harm (10 minutes)

3. Do Good (11 minutes)

4. Stay in Love with God (8 minutes)

5. A Daily Practice (12 minutes)


	Too Busy Not to Pray
by Bill Hybels

Length:  7 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  study guides entitled, Prayer:  Too Busy Not To Pray can be ordered;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Bill Hybels is founder and Senior Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church.  For the past twenty years Too Busy Not to Pray has stood as a classic on prayer, helping Christians all over the world slow down to draw near to God.  During those years, the world certainly hasn't slowed down.  If anything, the pace, intensity and number of distractions have only increased.  Brokenness and pain seem to have increased as well, with news of civil war, poverty, broken families and sex-trafficking touching us daily.  The urgent need for prayer is clear, but busyness still keeps many of us from finding time to pray.  Two truths haven't changed in twenty years:  God is the same powerful, just, holy God he's always been;  and true prayer—prayer that changes us and allows us to participate in God's work in the world—can't happen on the fly.  So Bill Hybels once again offers us his practical, time-tested ideas on slowing down to pray.  Revised throughout and including a new introduction and new chapter on prayer and compassion for the world, this twentieth-anniversary edition of Too Busy Not to Pray calls both young and old to make prayer a priority, and broadens our vision for what our eternal, powerful God does when his people slow down to pray.


	Twenty Four Hours that Changed the World
by Adam Hamilton

Length:  7 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, leader guide and devotional book;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

In his inspiring book 24 Hours That Changed the World, Adam Hamilton guided us, step by step, through the last day of Jesus’ life.  In a companion DVD that also functions beautifully on its own, we travel to the Holy Land with Adam Hamilton to visit the sites where those earth-shaking events took place.  We walk where Jesus walked and see what he may have seen, along the road that led to the pain and triumph of the cross.  The DVD includes seven sessions plus an introduction and bonus clips.  Each DVD session averages 10 minutes.

Adam Hamilton is pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.


	Verbs of God - How God Moves on Our Behalf
by Margaret Feinberg

Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD, and leader and participant guides

When we look around at the pain, loss and hurt in our world and even in our own lives, we can’t help but wonder, “God, don’t you see this?  Can’t you do something about this?  Where are you?”  In these four video-driven sessions, Margaret Feinberg uses fresh insights and Biblical teaching to study four verbs that Scripture uses in connection with God.  When we understand God’s active nature, we realize how God is always active and engaged in our lives.  Even when we can’t see or feel him, God is constantly on the move and working.

Margaret Feinberg is known for her practical and insightful writing.  She has written more than two dozen books and Bible studies including Scouting the Divine, The Sacred Echo and The Organic God.

Sessions (with DVD length):

1. The Great I AM (15 minutes)

2. The God Who Sees (12 minutes)

3. The God Who Listens (14 minutes)

4. The God Who Calls (14 minutes)


	Walk as Jesus Walked:  Making Disciples
by Ray Vander Laan

Length:  5 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVD (25 minutes each session), leader and discovery guides
As disciples of Jesus, we’ve discovered that following him demands a passion for the text and a complete devotion to Christian community.  But there is more.  A disciple is consumed with a passion to be like the Rabbi—Jesus.  Come and discover the passion of our early Christian brothers and sisters.  Follow in their footprints as they loved the Messiah with all their heart, all their soul, and all their might—every moment of every day.  
Ray Vander Laan is the founder of That the World May Know Ministries and serves as the host of Focus on the Family's popular Faith Lessons DVD series.  He has been a teacher for more than 30 years, and is currently the religion instructor at Holland Christian Schools in Western Michigan.  He holds a Masters of Divinity degree from Westminster Seminary and is an ordained minister with the Christian Reformed Church.

Sessions:

1. Aphrodisias — Run!  The Passion of Elijah

2. Antioch Pisidia — Learning to Walk Like Jesus:  Paul’s Journey to Rome

3. Lystra — An Unlikely Disciple

4. Cappadocia — Why Christians Suffer:  The Weight of Gethsemane

5. Cappadocia — Don’t Forget Us


	Way of Prayer, The

by Jane Vennard and Stephen Bryant, for The Upper Room

Length:  10 weeks (90 minutes)

Includes:  Book to be purchased by each participant

This is part of the Companions in Christ series and leads your small group on a journey into the heart of prayer.  You will explore the nature of prayer and a number of prayer forms.

Jane Vennard, a United Church of Christ pastor, is Senior Adjunct Faculty of prayer and spirituality at the Iliff School of Theology in Denver.  She is also a spiritual director, retreat leader and author of numerous articles and five books, including A Praying Congregation:  The Art of Teaching Spiritual Practice.
Stephen Bryant is editor and publisher of Upper Room Ministries.  He is an ordained minister and former pastor in the United Methodist Church.

Topics include:

1. How do you pray?

2. Images of God

3. Praying by heart

4. Praying with music

5. Praying by gaze

6. Praying with our bodies

7. Scriptural prayer

8. Contemplative prayer

9. Praying with and for others

10. Prayer and social transformation


	What Every Church Member Should Know About Poverty

by Bill Ehlig & Ruby Payne

Length:  5 to 13 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  book to be purchased by each participant

From inner-city, mainline churches to rural parishes, congregations of all denominations and faiths struggle with the challenge of service to the poor.  You’re called to reach out, but to whom are you reaching?  And how?  The mindsets of people in poverty may differ strikingly from those of your membership.  To be effective, you have to know what poverty does to human beings.  What have they experienced?  What are their real needs?  How can they be integrated into your congregation, become members, rise above their past, offer their gifts and skills in return?

This book is a comprehensive and useful guide for helping churches understand and reach out to people in poverty.  Packed with relevant resources and eye-opening insights, this book supports you---heart, mind and spirit---in your efforts to live out your calling.  You will learn the “hidden rules” of economic class;  communication and conflict-resolutions strategies;  distinctive mindsets about family, marriage and stewardship;  how to use the helpful Resources Inventory in your ministry with the poor, and;  tips for integrating people in poverty into the congregation.

Dr. Ruby Payne is the leading U.S. expert on the mindsets of different social classes, and author of the bestselling book, A Framework for Understanding Poverty.

For over 30 years, Bill Ehlig has been a minister in urban settings in the US and other countries.


	What’s So Amazing About Grace?
by Philip Yancey

Length:  10 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  VHS tape, and leader and participant guides;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Grace is the church’s great distinctive.  It’s the one thing the world cannot duplicate, and the one thing it craves above all else---for only grace can bring hope and transformation to a jaded world.  In this study, Yancey explores grace at the street level, as he does as well as anyone.  If grace is God’s love for the undeserving, then what does it look like in action?  And if Christians are its sole dispensers, then how are we doing at lavishing grace on a world that knows far more of cruelty and unforgiveness than it does of mercy?  Yancey sets grace in the midst of life’s stark images, tests its mettle against horrific “ungrace”.  Grace does not excuse sin, but it treasures the sinner.  True grace is shocking, scandalous.  It shakes our conventions with its insistence on getting close to sinners and touching them with mercy and hope.


	Why Jesus?
by David Nasser

Length:  4 weeks (1 hour or less)

Includes:  DVDs, leader guide and printable group handouts;  book can be purchased if class wants to read as part of study

Why should I follow Jesus?  Why should I listen to what he says?  It’s the most important question that any of us will ever answer and if we don’t answer these questions sufficiently they won’t listen to many other things we have to say.  Well we flew the popular speaker and author David Nasser to Israel with our TV crew to answer tough questions about our Savior – right on location in Jerusalem, in the Garden Tomb, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, at the site of the Temple, the Sea of Galilee and the Valley of Armageddon.  In these four powerful sessions of Why Jesus?, David Nasser addresses the tough questions that students have about Jesus and points them back to the scriptural truths about our Savior.  
As one of the nation’s forefront speakers and visionaries, God has blessed David with the talent to reach the high tech, attention-lacking culture of Generation Next.  Involved in revivals, citywide rallies, camps and school assemblies, David speaks to over 700,000 people each year.

Sessions (with DVD length):

1. What’s the Big Deal about Jesus? (20 minutes)

2. Was Jesus God, or Just a Good Man? (12 minutes)

3. Were Jesus' Miracles Just an Illusion? (13 minutes)

4. Is Jesus the Only Way to Heaven? (20 minutes)



